@ongress of the United States
MWashington, BC 20515

October 10, 2017

The Honorable James N. Mattis
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Mr. Secretary:

During a televised press conference on Thursday, August 10, 2017, President Trump said that he
had been “doing the military a great favor” when he announced, via Twitter, that the government
would not “accept or allow [...] transgender individuals to serve in any capacity in the US
military.” The president has since directed you to implement a form of that policy.

We request information about what discussions or correspondence between the White House and
the Pentagon, if any, led President Trump to make his assertion. If senior military or Department
of Defense personnel asked that the president ban transgender individuals from military service,
we request access to any letters, e-mails, telephone transcripts, meeting logs and minutes, or
other materials that document such requests. If the Department has records of any other
discussions that might have justified the president’s claim, we request to see those materials, as
well.

We seek access to these materials in order to determine whether the president, his national
security team, and military leaders are actively coordinating policy with one another, or whether
the president’s transgender ban announcement reflected a breakdown in communication. As you
know, clear communication between the White House and the Pentagon is essential to our
nation’s security.

We thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to receiving your reply.

Sincerely,

, 0 ,
A Vorald MPachin)
A. Donald McEachin
Member of Congress
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